
Observation Preparation 
and Tracking 



The ALMA Observation Tool (OT) is used to prepare ALMA 
proposals and observations.  The proposal is used in two 
phases: 
 
•  Phase 1: Proposal preparation and submission 
 
•  Phase 2: Observation set-up 



Phase 1: Proposal Preapration and Submission 
 
For proposal preparation, the PI needs to prepare the 
following information: 

•  Basic proposal information 
•  Scientific justification 
•  Field set-up 
•  Spectral set-up 
•  Control and performance (sensitivity and angular scale 

specifications) 
•  Technical justification 























At the end of the proposal preparation, click the verify 
proposal button. 
 
After this, submit the proposal.  You should get an email 
confirming that the proposal was received. 



Phase 2: Observation Preparation  
 
Starting with Cycle 4, PIs were responsible for Phase 2, 
which is the generation of the instructions for the telescope. 
 
After doing this, the PI should perform three checks: 

•  Check the coordinates of the fields. 

•  Check the spectral set-up. 

•  Check the execution time. 











Additional information 
 
Proposals can be tracked using SnooPI. 
 
Communication with ALMA can be done through the ALMA 
Helpdesk. 










